TheTrdgicTteef 

As praitesofwhcfe tade the wife are found 
Ladiuiojus meetersi to whofe venome (bund 
The opcp eare ofyouth doth siwayes hflcn* 

Report of fafhions in proude Italic, 

Whofe maners dill our tardy api(h nation 
Limps after in bale imitation: 

Whetc doth the world thrud forth a vanitie* 

So it be new,theres no relpcA how vile, 

1 hat is not quickly buzdc into his earesf 
Then all too late comes Coanfell to be heard* 

Where willdoth mutiny with wittregard: 

I>ireA nothim whofe way himlelfe wil chule* 

T is breath thou lackd,and that breath wilt thou loole.' 

Gaunt Me thinkes l am a prophet new inlpirdc* 
And thus expiring do foretell of him* 

Hts ralh fierce blaze of ryot cannot lad: 

For violent fires (bone buriie out thcrafelucs* 

Small dioureslad long, but fodaiiie dormes are (horC: 
He tirc!> betimes that Ipurs too fad betimes 
With eagre feeding foode doth choke the feeder. 
Light van itic infatiate cormorant* 
Confumingnieanesfoone praiesvponit fclfcr 
Thu royall throne of Kings* this feeptred lie* 
ThisearthofmaiediCythis feateofMars, ~ 

This other Eden, demy Paradice* 

This fortredc built by Nature for her fclfe* 

Againd infection and the hand of warre* 

' This happy breede of men, this little world. 

This precious done fer in the filuer fca* 

Which ferues it in the office ofa wall. 

Or as moate defenfiuc to a houfe, 

Againd the enuie of Icde happier lands. 

This blcfled plotttJiis earth, this rcalme,this England, 
Thisnurfcjthis teeming wombe of royal! Kings, 
Feard by their breed, and famous by theyr byrth, 
Renowned for cheyr deedes as far dom hom6 
For chridian feruicc, and true chiualry, ‘ 


Richard the 

As is the fepulchie in dubburre le wry, 

Ofthe worlds i^anfomc blefTed Maries (bnne: 

This landof fuch deare foules,this deere deereland, 
Deare for her reputation through the world, 

Is now leafde out ; 1 dye pronouncing it, 

Like to a tenement or pelting Farme. 

England bound in with the triumphant fea* 

Whofe rockie Ihoaic beates baclce the enuious fiege 
Of watry Neptune ,is now bound in with (hamc. 

With intkie blots, and rotten parchment bonds: 

Tiiat England that was wont to conquer others. 

Hath made a flramefull conq,icd of it fclfc: 

Ah would the (candall vanilh with my life. 

How happy then were my eiifuing death) 

Toiks The King is come, deale raildely with his youth 
For young hot colts being ragde* do rage the more. 

"Enttr king ani Queene,^c. 

Q^eene How fares oui noble vnclc Lancader? 

King Whai comfort man? how id with aged Gaunt? 

Gaunt O Ijow that name befits my compofitioni 
Old Gaunt indeede,and gaunt inbeing olde: 

Within me Griefe hath kept a tedious fad. 

And whoabdaines frornmcate that is not gaunt) 

For fleeping England long time hauc I watcht, * 

Watching brccdcs lcancnc(Tc,IcancncfIc is allgaune 

The pleafure that (bme fathers fecdes'pon 
Ismy dria fad; 1 meanc ray childrens lookes, 

Andthercin falling had thou made me gaunt: 

Gaunt am I for the grauc, gaunt as a grauc, 

Whofe hollow wombe inherites naught butboncs* 

^ttg Can ficke men play fo nice iy with their names) 

Gaunt Nomirery niakcsfporttomockeitfclfe. 

Since thou dod feckc to kill my name in me, 

1 mockc my namc(grcat King) ro flatter thee. ' 

Ktng Should dying men flatter with thofe that liucf 
Gaunt No no, men liuing flatter thofc that die. 



